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At Art1st we are passionate about producing films that present the lives and minds of Indian visual artists.
A powerful visual art form in itself , films help us to reach out to and connect wide audiences in an
immediate and visceral manner. This supports our larger goal of celebrating the significant role that
modern art and artists have played in India's aesthetic, socio - cultural and political history.
Our role is one of the facilitator and collaborator. We brainstorm ideas and concepts, organize and bring
together a team of dynamic artists and filmmakers and organize funding. We are very proud to have been
part of three critically acclaimed films.

Spaces Between
2015 | English | Colour | 43 minutes

Synopsis : Spaces Between is a poetic interpretation of the artist
Nikhil Chopraʼs ﬁfty- hour long performance piece titled La Perle
Noir II: Aspinwall. The ﬁlm attempts to unearth the mind of the artist.
Through imagery reminiscent of memories of his private life, both
real and visceral, the ﬁlm creates a tapestry of the artistʼs state of
mind while being conﬁned in a surreal space during the performance.
Images blend in and out of his various realities, blurring the very lines
that separate an artist and a person with an audience.

Direction: Roohi Dixit & Ziba
Bhagwagar
Creative Producer: Art1st
Producer: Film Division
Screenplay: Roohi Dixit
DOP: Swadesh Pathak &
Raghu Bharadwaj
Editing: Shrish Amberkar,
Mahesh Dhumal & Ziba
Bhagwagar
Sound Design: Zero Rules &
Gautam Nair
Cast: Nikhil Chopra (as himself)
Indian
Panorama
Film
Festival

Krishnakriti
Festival
of Art &
Culture

MIFF

Madurai
Film festival

SIGNS

IAWRT
Delhi
Festival

MAMI

IFFI

DALLAS

“ My Performance may be seen as a form of stor ytelling that intermingles familial histories,
personal
narrative and e veryday life, The process of perf orming is a means to access, excavate, extract and
present them. Autobiograph y is one place I kno w where to begin fr om. All urgencies, desire,
knowledge, emotions,expressions, stem from that place that I am r ooted in. My sense of identity is
deeply connected to m y sense of location in time and space .”
- Nikhil Chopra
Nikhil Chopra’s artistic practice ranges between live art, theatre, painting, photography, sculpture and
installations. His works generally centres on the remnants of India’s colonial past. Deeply influenced by his
Kashmiri identity, Chopra creates characters that are not fixed in time or space, not historically accurate,
yet immensely real and endearing. As a performance artist, Chopra collapses the boundaries between
theatre and several other artistic endeavours, including set design, costume and make up design, and
photography and video documentation.
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According to him as a performer, whose practice emerges from the visual arts, every site offers a range of
possibilities in terms of content material, backdrops, contexts and audiences. That these are variable and
subjective in their essence, to time, place and history, lend to each performance an immediacy that cannot
be accessed in rehearsed acts. In other words, the works are site specific. City lights, architecture and
landscape, the weather, the commotion and chaos of contemporary metropolitan life, evidence of mental and
physical stress, articulations of cultural collective histories and memories, all come together in the gestalt
that creates the performative space.
In his performance, the costuming, and the selection and installation of props provide clues to the world
conjured up by the character. Dressed variously in 19th century Victorian top hats, tailcoats, crinoline
dresses, skin-tight body suites and flapper dresses, the characters haunt the streets, busy market squares,
train stations, parks as also the confines of buildings and art galleries. Sometimes a performance in an
enclosed gallery space might spill over onto the streets if his character decides to exit and go for a walk.
There have also been times when his performance have begun and ended in the street. Audiences followed
him on his journeys or meet him at pre-decided venues (that had been indicated on handed-out maps) only
to watch him drawing or resting. The audience is then part of the exercise of locating the performance in the
city and in turn locating themselves.
Nikhil Chopra was born in Calcutta in 1974, and lives in Goa. After studying at the Faculty of Fine Arts at
Maharaja Sayaji Rao University in Baroda, India, the artist continued his studies in the United States, where,
in 2003, he had his first solo exhibition, Sir Raja II. In 2009 he returned to the US with the solo exhibition
Yog Raj Chitrakar: Memory Drawing IX, at the New Museum of New York, and the group show Production
Site: The Artist’s Studio Inside -out at the Museum of Contemporary Art in Chicago (2010). The artist also
made the film Man Eats Rock in collaboration with Munir Kabani for the H Box, presented at the Artsonje
Center in Seoul, at the Today Art Museum in Beijing and at the Guangdong Museum of Art in Guangzhou
(2011).

Roohi Dixit
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Roohi Dixit is a film director, producer and
scriptwriter based in Bangalore, India. As a
filmmaker, Roohi is deeply interested in
exploring themes of human relationships,
human existential quest, and human behavior.
Her films and scripts bear witness to this
quest. Roohi’s creative tendencies lean
towards resilience and hope in the face of
strife in her written word and filming style.
She also takes film making workshops in
collaboration with schools and colleges in
Bangalore
for young adults and film
enthusiasts alike. In her free time she holds
storytelling
session
as well.

Ziba Bhagwagar
Ziba Bhagwagar is a film director,
producer and media professional based
in Mumbai, India. As a filmmaker, Ziba is
particularly
interested in exploring
social structure,
its influence
on
individuals, human psychology and
relationship dynamics. Besides writing,
directing andproducing films, Ziba, an 8th
grade pianist from TrinityMusic College,
London also teaches the piano to children
and adult beginners.

Roohi Dixit and Ziba Bhagwar both are post graduates in Mass Communication, and started their careers
in Bangalore, while Roohi started her’s as a copy writer, Ziba started her’s as a feature journalist. Eventually
discovering their inclination towards film making they joined a Bangalore based production house called
Trends Ad Film Makers Pvt. Ltd as assistant directors.
In 2002 they made their foray into feature filmmaking, when Roohi worked as an assistant director and Ziba
as co-writer and co-director on the feature film Freaky Chakra.
In 2003 Rohi and Ziba established their own production house Zero Rules. Together, they have produced
and directed TV commercials for various national and international brands. In 2010 they embarked upon the
quest to explore different genres of filmmaking. They produced and directed a short documentary on two
amateur photographers called Frames of my city. Their acclaimed documentary Scattered Windows,
Connected Doors (2013) has won many awards including the “ Audience Choice Award ” at the Mumbai
Women’s International Film Festival, 2013 and the “Best Documentary” at the Vancouver International
South Asian Film Festival. The film continues to be screened at academic institutions, galleries, private
and other open spaces.

Art1st was established in 2009 with a vision to create and develop learning environments that
nurture and strengthen imagination, visual literacy, creative skills and cultural awareness of children
and educators. At Art1st, we think that art is a powerful medium through which we can understand
ourselves and transform the world around us.
Our work commends and draws inspiration from the abundant traditions of Indian visual art, be it is
folk or fine art, photography or performance. It highlights the significant contribution that these arts
have played in India's aesthetic, socio-cultural and political history.
Contemporary artists, authors, designers, filmmakers, educators and historians from across the
country serve as mentors and collaborators. Our
work focuses on :
Supporting schools and educators to implement a strong visual arts curriculum that we have
developed independently.
Publishing books for children that introduce them to Indian art.
Establishing studio workshops for children to engage directly with and learn first-hand from India's
established and emerging artists.
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Organising public seminars and discussion forums on Indian visual art and artists.
Our work continually promotes the joy and transformative nature of art.
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