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At Art1st we are passionate about producing films that present the lives and minds of Indian visual artists.
A powerful visual art form in itself , films help us to reach out to and connect wide audiences in an
immediate and visceral manner. This supports our larger goal of celebrating the significant role that
modern art and artists have played in India's aesthetic, socio - cultural and political history.
Our role is one of the facilitator and collaborator. We brainstorm ideas and concepts, organize and bring
together a team of dynamic artists and filmmakers and organize funding. We are very proud to have been
part of three critically acclaimed films.

Chitrashala
2015 | Colour | 20 minutes

Synopsis : An old palace, now a museum, stands alone above the riverbank
overlooking the city. It houses a set of the ﬁnest miniature paintings ever
created in the Himalayan region. When evening comes, the curtains are
drawn, doors are locked and gates are bolted. In the calm of the night,
characters from the pictures spring to life.

Direction: Amit Dutta
Producer : Amit Dutta &
Ritu Khoda
Screenplay & Animation :
Ayswarya Sankaranarayanan
Cinematography:
Dhananjai Singh
Editors : Samarth Dixit
Sound Design : Amit Dutta &
Samarth Dixit
Sound Mix : Gautam Nair
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Amit Dutta (b.1977. Jammu) graduated in film direction from the Film & Television Institute of
India (FTI) in 2004. He is known for his distinctive style of filmmaking rooted in Indian aesthetic
theories and personal symbolism resulting in images that are visually rich and acoustically stim ulating. His works mostly deal with subjects of art history, ethno - anthropology and cultural inh eritance through cinema, many times merging research and documentation with an open imagi nation. He has made more than 15 films. He began his career making several short experimental
films which critics described as “ without precedents except probably for a distant echo of Sergey
Parajanov savant-garde play with childhood memories, making the director probably the most
singular and idiosyncratic in the world.” His montages are considered as baffling the eye as well
as the urge to interpret, being interwoven with a complex labyrinth of allusions from historical
reminiscences, fairytales, children’s stories, texture etc.
After graduating from the film school in 2004, he spent many months interviewing painters from
the Gond tribal community of Madhya Pradesh, who had migrated to the city of Bhopal following
the success and untimely demise of one pioneering young Gond artist ‘ Jangarh Singh Shyam’. It
resulted in a book ‘ Report one’ that explored the art -historical reasons behind Jangarh’s predi cament as a modern artist from a primitive society and the film ‘Jangarh Film-one’, which revolves
around his absence amidst his legacy in the contemporary art practice of his kin.
He also made a feature -length documentary ‘ Ramkhind’, a meditative observation of the everyday
life of the people in a Warli village, which has produced some of the finest contemporary painters
in its distinctive folk idiom. Since Nainsukh in 2010, Amit Dutta’s area of interest has focused
more specifically towards the art- historical and cultural aspects of the Kangra Valley and the
surrounding area, most of his recent work being based in the same region.
His films have won many national and international awards. In March 2015, at the Centre Pompidou,
Paris, Cinema Du Reel conducted a major retrospective of 14 of his features and shirt films. He
has taught at National Institute of Design (NID), Ahemdabad and Film and Television Institute of
India ( FTI ) Pune.

Art1st was established in 2009 with a vision to create and develop learning environments that
nurture and strengthen imagination, visual literacy, creative skills and cultural awareness of children
and educators. At Art1st, we think that art is a powerful medium through which we can understand
ourselves and transform the world around us.
Our work commends and draws inspiration from the abundant traditions of Indian visual art, be it is
folk or fine art, photography or performance. It highlights the significant contribution that these arts
have played in India's aesthetic, socio-cultural and political history.
Contemporary artists, authors, designers, filmmakers, educators and historians from across the
country serve as mentors and collaborators. Our
work focuses on :
Supporting schools and educators to implement a strong visual arts curriculum that we have
developed independently.
Publishing books for children that introduce them to Indian art.
Establishing studio workshops for children to engage directly with and learn first-hand from India's
established and emerging artists.
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Organising public seminars and discussion forums on Indian visual art and artists.
Our work continually promotes the joy and transformative nature of art.
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